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EXHIBIT C



sq ft(average size), and the kitchen and living room are similarly average sized rooms. Most
other homes in the neighborhood enjoy the ability to have 3 bedroom 2 bath homes, and the
homeowners feel that they should be granted this same freedom to quietly enjoy their
property.

The current 1 car garage is unusable due to its inadequate size. It is located on the property
lot line, and intrudes into the side yard setback almost entirely. And as the home currently
extends into the driveway creating a choke point, cars are unable to drive past the home’s
protrusion to get to the garage. So the existing garage, and the immediately forward portion of
the driveway is currently useless for parking. The new design removes the portion of the
home which extends into the driveway, so a car would then be able to drive past the home.
And the new proposed garage location is the only location possible on the property which
preserves the most amount of open yard space. We are now revising our proposed project to
include over 90% of the required open yard space. This is actually deceptive because we
cannot include the adjacent driveway areas in this open yard space calculation, which in
reality provides the open area to be rather substantial. Even though the City does not
recognize driveways as open yard space, in practice the homeowners will certainly use the
area as an extension of their recreation space for playing ball, riding bicycles, and other forms
of quiet enjoyment of their property.

The house itself is not designed to look overly large and fits in well with the size bulk and
scale of the surrounding established neighborhood as already determined by SFDB. And the
existing early 1900's constructed home would not support the structure of a 2" story addition,
so extending the new construction over the existing home was not an option.

Also, the City Staff supported our mod request, and based upon that support for the project
design, and for the required Modification Request to be granted, the Owners have at great
expense completed working drawings for the project. It is not feasible for the homeowners at
this late date be expected to redesign the entire project at their expense, and this would be an
unreasonable financial hardship on the homeowners.

We feel that being required to reduce the size of the garage (which is not practical to make it
a functional garage with minimal driveway space as per current city parking standards), or to
reduce the house by 123 sq. ft. to satisfy the open yard would compromise the overall
previously approved design of the house. And we feel that this requirement would not really
accomplish much, other than to place an undue hardship on the owners, by causing even
more substantial delays and substantial costs for redesign and reengineering.

I hope you will re-consider your position, and grant our modification request as it's both
reasonable and consistent with what already exists in the surrounding neighborhood, and is
consistent in supporting the city’s housing and parking needs!

Thank you for your time!
Sincerely,

Thomas Heath
Athena Contractors Inc

Darren Peterson, home owner
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California

*** UNDER SEPARATE COVER ***

Exhibit D: The Revised Project Plans for this exhibit of the

Staff Report are under a separate cover. A copy of the Staff Report,
site plan, and exhibits/attachments are available for viewing at the
Planning and Zoning Counter at 630 Garden Street, Santa Barbara,
CA between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, and every other Friday.

Please check the City Calendar at www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov to verify
closure dates.
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